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INFORMATION FOR CHAPERONES

ABOUT SHIP TO SHORE
Thank you for serving as a chaperone for Ship to Shore, the School Overnight Program at Mystic Seaport 
Museum. Chaperones often tell us that Ship to Shore is just as exciting, interesting, and memorable for them as 
it is for the students. But please be aware that serving as a chaperone is not a vacation. It requires hard work 
and constant attention. Ship to Shore is in demand by many schools for a limited number of reservations, and 
chaperones have an important influence on the success of the program. Please remember that your activities 
may have an impact on the future participation of your school.

In general, Mystic Seaport Museum staff members will be responsible for organizing and directing program 
activities. You will be responsible for assisting school staff in managing the students, for demonstrating a 
positive relationship with Museum staff, and for helping students adjust to the routine and follow Museum rules.

CHAPERONES WILL BE EXPECTED TO:
•  Create a positive learning atmosphere. 

Demonstrate and cultivate respect for the Museum’s artifacts, equipment, and staff. Encourage students to be 
positive, optimistic, and respectful. Be an involved participant in all learning activities. Set a good example.

•  Stay with the program at all times. 
Every student group is accompanied by an assigned chaperone while traveling on the Museum grounds. We 
ask that you stay with your student group during all such times. We also ask that you help maintain student 
participation in large-group activities. During break times and overnight, school staff and chaperones will take 
full responsibility for supervising students (see reverse side of this page for schedule). As a chaperone, you are 
always “on”, and any breaks must be pre-arranged with school teachers and Museum staff.

•  Support the stated routines, rules, and regulations of Mystic Seaport Museum. Discuss any desired changes 
in routine or special requests privately with Mystic Seaport Museum staff. See that students are always 
supervised. Refrain from drinking alcoholic beverages at any time during the program. Never take students off 
Museum grounds. Ensure that no food or drink is brought into exhibit buildings or aboard the Joseph Conrad.

Chaperones and School Staff are responsible for FULL SUPERVISION of all students at the following times: 
Dog Watch (rest and relaxation), Overnight aboard ship, Packing and cleaning, Touring and shopping in small groups

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Telephones - Students are asked not to carry phones or make calls during the program. In the event of an 
emergency, the group can be contacted by calling 860.572.5310. The call will be answered by the Museum’s 24-
hour First Aid & Security staff.

Medications - Medications may be dispensed only by staff member from your school. Please talk with parents 
about medications before the trip. For students who take medications only during school hours, you may wish 
to discuss the possibility of adding evening medication for the duration of the program. Students will be in a 
structured educational setting until 9 p.m.

Shopping - Many school groups enjoy a visit to the gift shop on the last day of their trip. Please note, our busy 
schedule permits shopping only on the last day.

THANK YOU! - Thank you in advance for helping to make this program a success. We look forward to your visit!


