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As the nation’s leading maritime museum, we 
believe the sea connects us all—through stories 
of immigration and family, sailing adventures, or 
transformative moments on and near the water. 
In 2024, we launched the Find Your Sea Story 
campaign to highlight the rich human experiences 
embedded in our collections, exhibitions, and 
vessels. This initiative invites visitors to look 
beyond the objects on display and engage 
with the deeper narratives they represent. The 
campaign has sparked curiosity, joy, exploration, 
and nostalgia—nurturing a sense of belonging and 
illustrating the many ways the sea connects us all. 
Find Your Sea Story encourages everyone to 
connect with the maritime world through our 
world-class exhibitions, historic vessels, family 
activities, seaport village, shipyard projects, 
and on-the-water experiences. In doing so, 
we’ve reached new audiences and uncovered 
remarkable stories:  

•   A story of immigration, refuge, and family 
reflections

•   A local businesswoman’s grandfather escaping 
Cuba to begin a new life

•   A forgotten photograph revealing a multi-
generational maritime legacy

•   A children’s entertainer inspired by the ocean’s 
emotional power

•     An award-winning chef weaving sustainability 
and ocean stewardship into his cuisine

•     A professional sailor tracing his journey from 
childhood dinghy to high-performance racing

This year, we also developed a new strategic plan, 
Charting Our Course, centered around a guiding 
question: Why does the American maritime 
experience matter? Through conversations with 
stakeholders and visitors, we found this phrase 
evokes many meanings. For some, it reflects 
the freedom and adventure of life on the water. 
For others, it signifies resilience, community, or 
a deep respect for nature’s power. Many spoke 
of memories and skills passed down through 
generations, and the profound joy of time spent 
at sea. These responses affirm that the maritime 
experience continues to shape who we are—
connecting past, present, and future—and will 
guide how we engage visitors in the years ahead. 

My own sea story began before I was born. At 
16, my father joined the British Merchant Navy, 
following in his brother’s footsteps. He served for 
six years before settling down with my mother. 
Though his time at sea was brief, its influence 
endured. Decades later, nearly blind and in his 
80s, I would drive him to the mouth of the River 
Tyne on England’s northeast coast so he could 
watch the boats and relive those memories. 
His stories—crossing the equator and meeting 
“Neptune,” mistakenly painting the mast from 
the bottom up and sliding back down through wet 

paint, getting tattoos in New Orleans—remained 
vivid and full of wonder. That brief chapter shaped 
his entire life. 

We’re deeply grateful to everyone who 
contributed to this campaign—through writing, 
video, conversation, and support. To our 
members, donors, volunteers, staff, visitors,  
and followers: thank you. Your engagement fuels 
our mission. 

As we welcome the opening of the Delamar Mystic 
hotel next door—with its rich nautical heritage and 
contemporary sophistication that evoke stories 
of New England’s past—and prepare to open the 
American Watercraft Collection exhibition—through 
which we will share even more untold stories 
from our archives—we look forward to connecting 
people to the sea in meaningful new ways. We 
hope you’ll return often, find your sea story, 
and perhaps begin a new one that will inspire 
generations to come. 

Peter Armstrong

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT AND CEO

“We look forward to connecting people to the sea in meaningful new 
ways. We hope you’ll return often, find your sea story, and perhaps 
begin a new one that will inspire generations to come.”
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It is time now, in my final Chairman’s report, to tell 
you my “sea story.” It started at age ten when a 
friend’s grandmother, Aunt Mary to us kids, taught 
us how to row her small skiff. That was the opening 
chapter in my still growing sea story, which came 
with me in 2004 when I joined the Mystic Seaport 
Museum Board of Trustees. 

Mystic Seaport Museum has a certain magic that can 
inspire you to see yourself differently in the world and 
to write your own lifelong sea story. Our sea stories 
are not written for us; we need inspiration and a bit 
of a dream to write them for ourselves. I fervently 
believe this, and if you don’t, please think about it and 
become open to it.

More of my sea story. At age twelve, just when I was 
learning how to jump a horse, I went sailing for the 
first time in a small, 16 ½ foot Town Class Sloop built 
by Percy Lowell in Newbury, Massachusetts. So great 
was the impact of being in a boat on the water that I 
have only ridden a horse three times since then. We 
lived on Mount Hope Bay, where I would often look 
down the Bay, either from land or our small boat, to 

wonder what it might be like to sail over the horizon 
past Newport. My “wondering,” more a calling than a 
dream, became part of me. As I became fascinated 
with the marine world, my sense of personal agency 
grew stronger. So, for two college summers, I worked 
on boats and sailed my first Newport to Bermuda 
Race as a paid hand.

Over time, my sea story has had many more 
chapters, all flowing from the same core inspiration. 
Proper preparation for ocean passages, respect for 
the forces of nature, environmental awareness, living 
cooperatively in tight spaces on ocean passages, 
and self-reliance all became part of my growing sea 
story—such a gift! The sea has opened me to greater 
possibilities in my life. Twelve years as a trustee of 
Hurricane Island Outward Bound School, ten years as 
a trustee of Sail Education School (SEA), and twenty-
one years as a Mystic Seaport Museum Trustee have 
increased my awareness of the impact that a sea 
experience can have on you. Meanwhile, I decided to 
go all out, full monty, into the world of ocean shipping. 
Most of my friends in the finance world thought I was 
crazy but were kind enough not to tell me or test my 

pluck. Over the decades, my business has owned 
over 140 globally-trading ships, mostly tankers and 
dry bulk cargo. What an experience!

It is not an exaggeration to say my very own sea 
story first stirred when I rowed that 12-foot skiff 
with Aunt Mary. In 2004, when I was invited onto 
the Mystic Seaport Museum Board, I jumped at it. 
I sensed that the Museum would be a great venue 
for inspiring sea stories in others, and that has 
proved to be true. I am blessed to have found mine. 
Everyone should have their own, writing as many of 
their chapters as they can and sharing them with the 
world! 

Best regards,

Michael S. Hudner

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE CHAIRMAN

“ Mystic Seaport Museum has a certain magic that can inspire you 
to see yourself differently in the world and to write your own  
lifelong sea story.”
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VOLUNTEERS
405 active volunteers supported the Museum  
with their time.

38,593 volunteer hours included greeting visitors, 
helping to maintain our fleet of watercraft, 
transcribing historic documents, interpreting our 
formal galleries, crafting exhibit components, 
planting seedlings in our gardens, and much more.

EDUCATION
36,397 students and adults participated in education 
programs: summer camps, sailing programs, school 
field trips, and after-school, in-school, homeschool, 
virtual, overnight, and Planetarium programs.

COLLECTIONS 
Nearly 600 watercraft are in the collection.

Approximately 615 objects as part of 88 collections 
were newly acquired for the Museum's art and 
objects collection.

MARINA AND CHARTERS
1,348 vessels visited the Museum’s marina  
for a total of 3,006 nights.

7 Museum boats were chartered a  
total of 114 times.

SHIPYARD
Shipwrights performed work on 11 major 
vessels, including the Museum's own 
Charles W. Morgan, in the Henry B. du Pont 
Preservation Shipyard.

MEMBERS, VISITORS, AND ACTIVITIES
10,970 households have Museum membership.

212,494 visitors attended the Museum.

3,864 people were admitted free of charge through the  
Museum’s EBT/SNAP free ticket program. 

14,324 visitors attended shows in the Treworgy Planetarium.

5,288 toy boats were made.

4,118 people toured the waterfront on Mystic Seaport Express.

4,209 people attended Wintertide.

3,194 people attended Pirate Days. 

10,039 people attended the WoodenBoat Show.

7,589 people attended the International Sea Glass Festival. 

2,266 people attended What Lurks Beneath: A Halloween Experience.

1,238 people, including 582 children, attended the  
Community Trick or Treat.

6,073 visitors attended Lantern Light Village.

1,237 visitors attended the Annual Community Carol Sing.

1,300 lbs of canned goods and $450 were collected at the Community 
Carol Sing and donated to the Pawcatuck  
Neighborhood Center.

2024 
BY THE 
NUMBERS  
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APRIL-JUNE 
EVENTS
• • Annual Pirate Days 2-day public event
• • Juneteenth recognition event
• • Riverfest 2-day public event with visiting fishing vessels, 

demonstrations, local seafood, live music, and vendor booths
• • 32nd Annual WoodenBoat Show
• • Adventure Series: Cole Brauer—A Journey Across Oceans and the 

Making of Maritime History
• • Naturalization Ceremony
• • Members Night

EXHIBITIONS
• • Voyage to the Deep—Underwater Adventures opened in Collins Gallery.

SHIPYARD
• • Jamestown Settlement’s Susan Constant arrived at the Museum  

on June 21 for a 2-year restoration in the Shipyard.

LAUNCHES
• • Find Your Sea Story Campaign launched to encourage visitors to find 

their connection to the sea through the Museum’s exhibitions, historic 
village, collections, working shipyard, and opportunities to get out on 
the water. 

• • Find Your Sea Story mini-documentary series launched on the 
Museum’s YouTube channel—each episode taking viewers on a 
voyage, revealing the profound and enduring connections between 
individuals and the sea.

• • Inaugural writer-in-residence series: writer Osman Can Yerebakan 
spent a week at the Museum to discover and write his sea story.

• • Mystic Seaport Museum at the Drawbridge opened in downtown 
Mystic to provide information about the Museum, sell admission 
tickets and tickets for Sabino and Mystic Seaport Express cruises, 
and offer specially curated Museum merchandise.

• • Plans for the new Wells Boat Hall launched at open house and  
kick-off event.

• • Began selling Mystic SeaPass, a partnership with Mystic Aquarium 
offering joint admission to both organizations.

PUBLICATIONS
• • Published Mystic Seaport Museum Magazine, the Find Your Sea 

Story issue, sharing sea stories from individuals and the Museum’s 
collections.

• • Launched Mainsheet, a biannual peer-reviewed interdisciplinary 
journal.

GRANTS
• • Museum awarded two federal grants totaling $821,000 to support 

the Center for Experiential Education and the historic watercraft 
collection.

PRESS
• • Mentioned in Forbes magazine as a must-see destination for 

maritime history.
• • WindCheck interview about the Wells Boat Hall
• • Forbes article “There’s A New England Museum for Everyone”
• • New Haven Register article covering Voyage to the Deep— 

Underwater Adventures
• • The Day article covering Riverfest
• • Boston Globe article: “Art Created Below Decks Slick with Blubber  

and Blood”
• • Yankee Magazine article “25 Best New England Historic Sites and 

Museums”
• • NBC CT covered Naturalization ceremony at the Museum.
• • Museum included in Boston.com article “Two of the best road trips 

are in New England—and they include Mystic Seaport Museum.” 
 

JANUARY—MARCH 
EVENTS
• • Adventure Series: Charlie Enright’s Thrilling Journey as the Skipper of the First 

American Team to Win the Ocean Race
• • Adventure Series: Sara Hastreiter—Sailing the Extraordinary Seas
• • Adventure Series: Sam Greenfield—Along for the Ride with the World’s Best Sailors
• • Annual Wintertide 3-day public event over Presidents’ Day weekend
• • Blue Technology Panel Discussion

EXHIBITIONS
• • Entwined: Freedom, Sovereignty, and the Sea opened in Stillman Building.

LAUNCHES
• • Sunday Boat Stories weekly video series began sharing weekly stories about a  

boat from our American Watercraft Collection.

AWARDS
• • Museum voted as one of the top museums in the nation in the 2024 USA TODAY 

10Best Readers’ Choice awards; ranked #2 in the Best Open Air Museum category.
• • Museum named Business of the Year in the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern 

Connecticut’s Annual ECTy Awards.

2024 
LOOKING 
BACK 
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JULY-SEPTEMBER 
EVENTS
• • 18th International Sea Glass Festival
• • Cole Brauer honored at the America and the Sea Award Gala.
• • By Land and By Sea Antique Vehicle Show
• • World Maritime Day virtual experience: behind-the-scenes videos 
• • World Space Week: series of Planetarium events
• • Member Appreciation Month
• • Member Night

EXHIBITIONS
• •  DEEPSEA CHALLENGER, a submersible science platform built for 

explorer and filmmaker James Cameron to journey to the Challenger 
Deep, on loan from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 
exhibited on the Museum’s Village Green.

• • James Cameron, National Geographic Explorer-at-Large records 
a special message encouraging people to visit the Museum to see 
DEEPSEA CHALLENGER.

SHIPYARD
• • Tall Ship of Delaware, Kalmar Nyckel, arrived at the Museum on August 

19 for maintenance in the Shipyard 

LAUNCHES
• • SeaClass is launched, branding our hands-on classes in open-hearth 

cooking, blacksmithing, woodcarving, printing, sail making, and more.
• • Mystic Seaport Museum becomes founding partner of the Connecticut 

Blue Economy Coalition.
• • Partnership launch of limited collection of apparel and accessories for 

summer 2024 with local brand Just Mystic. 
• • New this year! Sabino downriver evening cruise offers dinner option 

from Harings in Noank.

GRANTS
• • Museum receives nearly $400k from a National Endowment for the Humanities 

Division of Public Programs’ Implementation Grant for Stoked! Exhibition.

AWARDS
• •  Museum wins Connecticut Magazine’s Best of Connecticut 2024 in  

Arts & Culture—Historical Attraction category

PRESS
• • Boston Globe article about Wells Boat Hall: “Mystic Seaport Museum set 

for Major Expansion”
• • The Day article about Wells Boat Hall: “Seaport announces details of  

$15 million boat hall”
• • Patch.com article about Wells Boat Hall: “Mystic Seaport Museum Charts 

Massive Renovation Project”
• • Forbes article: “‘Freedom, Sovereignty, and the Sea’ at Mystic Seaport Museum”
• • New Haven Register article: “The Summer, ‘Find Your Sea Story’ at  

Mystic Seaport Museum”
• • The Westerly Sun article: “Bright Blue Future: Connecticut Coalition Focused  

on Developing Strong Maritime Economy”
• • FOX61 coverage: “Their ship has arrived…A boat restoration project is underway 

at the Mystic Seaport Museum” (about Jamestown Settlement’s re-created 
merchant ship Susan Constant)

• • Connecticut Public Radio coverage of Entwined: Freedom, Sovereignty, and the 
Sea: “A CT Museum Exhibit Aims to Tell Stories of the Sea Through Indigenous 
and Black Perspectives”

• • Art New England coverage of Entwined: Freedom, Sovereignty, and the Sea
• • WSHU coverage of NOAA visit to the Museum: “NOAA Teaches CT Kids about 

Careers in the Ocean” 
• • NPR coverage of Entwined: Freedom, Sovereignty, and the Sea: “Indigenous and 

Black People Tell Their Seafaring Stories at the Mystic Seaport Museum”
• • Stars and Stripes article: “Dive into Mystic Seaport for a glimpse into  

America’s Maritime Past”
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OCTOBER-DECEMBER 
EVENTS
• • What Lurks Beneath multi-day public event
• • Free admission given to Tribal members in November as part  

of the Reimagining New England Histories project.
• • Reciprocal admission with Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo
• • Reciprocal admission with Florence Griswold Museum
• • Community Trick-or-Treat
• • Indigenous Art Fair
• • Lantern Light Village multi-day public event
• • Kids Countdown to the New Year event
• • Holiday Magic multi-day event for families

LAUNCHES
• • Fall Lecture Series: Maritime Makers launched with monthly  

lectures over three months.
• • New Audible Tour Guide made available through partnership  

with CRIS Radio.
• • Delamar Mystic, the new luxury hotel adjacent to the Museum, under 

construction for most of the year, launched a soft opening at the 
end of the year.

PUBLICATIONS
• • Published Mystic Seaport Museum Magazine, the Education Issue, 

spotlighting the Museum’s varied education programs.

AWARDS
• • Mainsheet selected for a 2024 Award of Merit from Connecticut 

League of Museums.
• • Boston Magazine gives Museum an honorable mention in their  

New England Travel Awards, museum category

PRESS
• • CT Mirror article: “Murphy Seeks Support for L.I. Sound Conservation, 

‘Blue Economy’”
• • wealthofgeeks.com article: “The Most Visited Attraction in Every  

US State”
• • National Geographic mention in article: “How to Plan the Ultimate 

Road Trip through New England”
• • The Day article covering Community Trick-or-Treat
• • Vogue mention in article: “This Charming Coastal Connecticut Town 

Just Keeps Getting Buzzier”
• • Miami Herald coverage of Lantern Light Village in “Where to See the 

Best Christmas Lights Displays in the Northeast USA”
• • The Guardian coverage of the Moby-Dick Marathon in “People are 

rooting for the Whale: The Strange American Tradition of Moby-Dick 
Reading Marathons”

• • The Middletown Press article: “Ring in 2025 at these New Year’s Eve 
events across Connecticut”
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For David Standridge, the sea holds a quiet, humbling power—its 
vastness reminding him of his own smallness in the world. Now 
Executive Chef of The Shipwright’s Daughter in Mystic, Connecticut, 
David’s life and career have been shaped by saltwater—both literally 
and metaphorically.

David’s connection to the sea began early. His father grew up 
on City Island, and young David spent his childhood aboard his 
grandfather’s boat. Though he learned to sail on a lake, it was 
saltwater sailing, especially long nights out of sight of land, that left 
a lasting impression—a sense of wonder and clarity that still grounds 
him. Later, while living on a boat, he discovered the freedom of 
minimalism, learning that happiness didn’t depend on material 
things. That insight would carry into his culinary career and life 
philosophy.

David’s path to becoming a chef wasn’t direct. He worked 
everywhere from snack bars to publishing houses, ran marine 
operations, made coffee, and even tried accounting. But it was 
while bartending in a West Village restaurant that he discovered his 
true calling. The creativity and craft he admired in bartending were 
magnified in the kitchen. Culinary school followed—and the rest, as 
he says, is history.

New England, with its rich maritime legacy, always spoke to David. 
He moved to Mystic in 2019 and opened The Shipwright’s Daughter 
in a centuries-old hotel. The building needed significant restoration, 
but David and his team saw potential. Their vision: a modern, 
sustainable restaurant that paid homage to Mystic’s nautical roots. 
The name itself reflects a new chapter in coastal dining—one that 
looks forward while honoring the past.

At the heart of David’s cooking is a commitment to sustainability. 
When he first arrived in Mystic, he was surprised to learn that the 
local fishing industry was structured for export, with fishermen 

focusing on just a few species. That didn’t align with his values. 
Determined to support local harvesters, he began sourcing directly 
from small-scale fishermen, asking them to bring in whatever the 
sea offered. This approach demands flexibility and creativity—the 
menu changes constantly depending on the day’s catch—but that 
challenge is what excites him most.

To David, using local seafood isn’t just about flavor or freshness. 
It’s about community. The pandemic highlighted how fragile global 
supply chains are, while local systems—when supported—remain 
strong. He believes deeply in backing the people who fish, farm, and 
grow food in the region. Small-scale fishermen, in particular, face 
steep challenges, from strict regulations to economic uncertainty 
and they need community support.

Recognition, such as the James Beard Award, is validation for doing 
something bigger than food. Serving underutilized fish, supporting 
local fisheries, and reshaping expectations around seafood all come 
with risks. Awards and media attention help ensure this mission 
stays afloat and the work becomes sustainable.

For David, the sea is more than inspiration or resource. It’s a place 
of reflection. When life becomes uncertain, he returns to the water. 
Out there, he finds peace, clarity, and the steady rhythm that 
continues to guide his journey.

A SEA STORY 
JAMES BEARD AWARD WINNER CHEF DAVID STANDRIDGE:  
SHAPING THE CULINARY LANDSCAPE WITH LOCAL SEAFOOD

Look for the Find Your Sea Story Mini Documentary 
Series on YouTube to learn more about Chef David 
Standridge and how he is shaping the culinary 
landscape with local seafood, and watch other 
inspiring sea stories.

“ For David, the 
sea is more 
than inspiration 
or resource. 
It’s a place of 
reflection.”
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MYSTIC SEAPORT MUSEUM 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Michael S. Hudner 
 Chairman
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Gregory W. Bauer
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Grant L. Cambridge  
Richard W. Clary  
Sharon E. Cohen  
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Hugh Davis  
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Sheila McCurdy  
Robert L. W. McGraw  
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T. Blake Powell
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As of December 31, 2024

THE AMERICA AND  
THE SEA SOCIETY 
2024 ANNUAL FUND 
Gifts at the America and the Sea Society  
level have a tremendous philanthropic impact 
on every program Museum-wide. Support 
to this leadership gift society reflects deep 
commitment to the vitality of Mystic Seaport 
Museum and is an affirmation of our goal  
to preserve our maritime heritage for the  
benefit of future generations. (Gifts received 
from January 1–December 31, 2024) 

FLAGSHIP SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $50,000 and up) 
Jay S. and Jeanne Benet
Grant and Peggy Cambridge
Suzanne and  
 Chester W. Kitchings, Jr.,  
 The Kitchings Family Foundation
Laurie J. Olson and Maria Fasulo
Kenneth and Dina Siegel
Richard "Jake" Siewert and  
 Christine Anderson
The Thompson Family 
 Foundation, Inc.
Stanley T. and Nancy M. Wells

CHARLES W. MORGAN SOCIETY  
(Gifts of $25,000 to $49,999) 
Amy-Marie H. Baldwin and  
 Hugh O. Davis
Richard W. and Suzanne Clary
Sharon E. Cohen and  
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Maarten C. de Jong and  
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Edson Family Foundation
Peter and Renate Gleysteen
Barbara and J. Robert Mann, Jr.
Robert and Cynthia Martin
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 Helen Garten
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(Gifts of $10,000 to $24,999) 
Maggie Anderson Murphy and  
 Peter Anderson
Gregory W. and Anne  
 Vinton H. Bauer
Sheila McCurdy and  
 David C. Brown
E. Ann and David T. Caldwell
J. Barclay Collins, II
William E. and Antonia B. Cook
Alan and Leslie Crane
Joseph and Jennifer Duke
Philip E. Galluccio
Helen and Ritter Shumway  
 Foundation
Michael S. and Delphine Hudner
Peter R. Kellogg, Peter R. and  
 Cynthia K. Kellogg Foundation
Douglas and Kathryn O'Brien
Keith and Cathy Swaby
Thanksgiving Foundation
Alexandra T. Thorne
Ladd M. and Sigrid Thorne
Daniel C. and Melissa Verdier
Barbara Vietor
Richard R. and Rosemary Vietor
Lance R. Wachenheim, Lance R.   
 Wachenheim Foundation
Steven T. and Barbara Watson,   
 Hawk Rock Foundation

L. A. DUNTON SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999) 
Anonymous (2)
Frances C. Ashley
Walter F. and Elisabeth Bohlen
Thomas V.G. Brown
Marian and Russell E. Burke, III,   
 Acorn Hill
Bruce and Cannon Campbell
Paul M. and Jeanne K. Carroll
Richard Chamberlain and Martha Crum,  
 The Tomkat Foundation

Carol A. Cleave
Phyllis D. Collins, The Dillon Fund
Brent and Rachel Dibner, Dibner   
 Charitable Trust of Massachusetts
Jesse and Georgia Feldman
Francis T. & Louise T. Nichols 
 Foundation
Christopher and Elizabeth Freeman
James L. and Nancy Giblin
Tom and Liz Halsey
Charles J. and Irene Hamm,  
 Hamm Revocable Trust TIC
Thomas and Kelley Hippler
Barry S. Hogenauer and  
 Mary Sommer
Michael T. Huguenin and  
 Sharon Chown
Peter R. and Candace D. Kolyer
Christine E. Larson, Vincent Dopulos,  
 and Phoebe Dopulos
Richard J. and Paula Lemieux
Prescott Lester,  
 David Minkin Foundation
Martin L. and Nancy C. Lyons
Jean E. and Henry S. May, Jr.
Robert L. and Elizabeth McGraw,  
 The Donald C. McGraw Foundation
J. C. Meyer, III
Martha Milot
Mohegan Sun
Morgan Dene and Elizabeth  
 Hamman Oliver Family Foundation
Robert M. Osieski
Rose and Blake Powell, 
 JMS Naval Architects, LLC
Richard and Elizabeth Steele  
 Endowment Fund
Risk Strategies - Gowrie Group
Robert B. and Annika Rodgers,  
 R.B. Rodgers Yacht Sales
Joan B. Ross* 
Candace and Thomas D. Sanford
Michael D. Savage,  
 The Brownington Foundation
Jane I. Schaefer
Patrice Schoonmaker, James M.   
 Schoonmaker, II, Foundation
Anna and George Shaw
Michael B. and Veronica M. Stubbs
Matt and Sara Sykes
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 Beuren Charitable Foundation

Linda Witherill
Virginia L. Wydler
John and Evonne Yonover

BRILLIANT SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999) 
Anonymous (1)
Elizabeth Adams-Smith and 
 Richard Y. Smith, III
Jean Anderson and William A. Taylor
Paul and Kathie Baudisch
Bawa N Mallick Foundation, Inc.
Sarah Bliven and Richard F. Nagele 
Thomas H. Brillat and 
 Susan Perkins Brillat
Mary Elizabeth and William D. Carey, M.D.
Samuel R. and Mary Beth Chapin
Estate of Virginia R. Colbeth
Joan C. and John T. Crawford
Deborah Davenport and 
 Stewart R. Stender
Jeanne and Harvey C. DeMovick, Jr.
Joseph and Tara Dwyer, 
 The Yachting Co., LLC
Patricia Ralph Fowler and 
 Gordon B. Fowler, Jr.
Lois and Robert B. Geary
Lisa and Tony Giarratana, II
Richard O. and Katherine H. Gildersleeve
David L. and Marita Glodt
Donna and Frank B. Goodale, Jr.
Beverly F. Gregory
Charles L. Hatton and Susan Clap
John B. and Lynda Hunt, 
 Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Joseph Hutchins and 
 Celina Vansetti-Hutchins
Alyssa A. LeBel and Edward M. Kaye
Michael C. Linhares and 
 Dan Wu-Linhares
Stephen R. and Linda Munger
Malcolm K. Price and 
 Catherine Kuehn Price
John H. and Thalia Pryor
David A. and Lee Quincy
Pamela Regan and William C. Rose
Paul H. and Susan Rohrkemper
William E. Thiele
Polly Morgan Timken and 
 John Timken, Jr.
Thomas A. Whidden and Betsy Whidden
Katherine White 
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 Rogers-Wilbur Foundation, Inc.
Daniel T. Wilson
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Omar and Cathy Abboud
Richard C. Adamonis
Robert and Elizabeth Alexander
Gary and Ellen Anderson
Laura K. and Benjamin M. Baker, III
Stephen M. and Ann C. Bartram
Deborah L. Beal
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Dr. Melbourne Duncan Boynton
Nicholas Brown
Alexander and Amanda Bulazel
Robert H. Bunzel, 
 The Franklin Cole Foundation
Nancy and Richard H. Burroughs, III
Captain Raymond Thombs and Theodore  
 Valpey, Jr., Memorial Fund
Judith M. Caracausa, Market Realty, LLC
George H. and Rebecca Carroll, 
 MacPherson Fund, Inc.
Daniel R. Clairmont
Marie F. Cox
Tim and Joy Csanadi
Richard M. and Cheridah Davis
Pieter de Zwart and 
 Joanna Miller-de Zwart
Arthur M. and Wynne P. Delmhorst
John Delmhorst
Bernard Denoyer and Nancy Lockwood
Mark Densmore and Cheryl Christopher
Amy and Peter DePatie
Maggie Dolan
Donna L. Kendall Foundation
Hermine E. Dudda
Edmund and Betsy Cabot  
 Charitable Foundation
David J. Evans
John Evans and Steve Wozencraft, 

 John D. Evans Foundation
Robert S. Evans
Tamara L. Farrell
John and Martha Farris, 
 Farris Family Foundation
Lauralee and A. Searle Field, II
Jackson W. Foley, Jr., and 
 Saranne P. Murray
William B. and Patricia Follett
Wendy and Peter O. Frisch
Spencer B. Fulweiler, Jr., and 
 Rena Zurn
Robert S. and Susan Gassman, 
 Stella and Charles Guttman Foundation
Carol and George M. Gilbert, III
J. Paul and Virginia Gilman
Joseph and Licia Gimma Foundation
Mark and Kristina Gossner
Graham and Carolyn 
 Holloway Family Foundation
Constance and Stanley Grayson
Nina B. Griswold
David Guadliana and Marguerite Boslaugh
G. Kent and Margaret-Anne Harding
Stephen B. and Lynn Hazard
Bob Heinrich
Timothy and Mary Ann Hogan
Jason and Denise Honey
Roy and Amy Hutcheson
John and Anne Duffy Foundation, Inc.
Barbara K. Johnson
Bruce R. and Patti Johnson
Mary and Robert L. Johnstone, III
Meg and Jonathan Kelly
Sharon and Alan Kittel
Raymond and Barbara Koski
Laura S. Kyle
Christopher M. Lane and 
 Jennifer Howe Lane
Timothea S. Larr
Marta Jo Lawrence
Barbara and John R. Lehman, Jr.
David S. Leiman and Michelle Schimel
Stewart I. Levenson, MD
Ann L. Lobdell and Mark Scott
Richard J. Lolatte and Julia M. McNamara
Jane Low
Candance and John D. Marsellus
Janet McClendon and Alan Vaskas
John Stephen McGeeney
Nancy J. McIntire
Jennifer and Michael McNiff

Bruce Meier and Wendy Fearnside
Bob and Maryann Miller
L. Dean and Irene Miltimore
Ruth Mitchell
Hilary Mochon and Bart Van Rees
Susan and Robert E. Morris, Jr.
John and Elizabeth Murphy
Leonard A. Oberg
John Oliva
A. Wright and Anna Maria Palmer
Tony and Claire Parker
J. Geddes and Kathryn Parsons, 
 Fleetwood Foundation
Jed Pearsall and Bill Doyle, 
 Adrian Doris Pearsall Family Foundation
Peter M. and Wendy S. Pearson, 
 Sorenson-Pearson Family  
 Foundation, Inc
Roberta and Stephen Peet
Mrs. Julia Pereira
Dennis W. and Verity A. Powers
Ronald and Micki Pugh
Susan and David Rockefeller, Jr.
Russell and Holly Rushmeier
William F. Ryan and Joan T. Richtsmeier
David and Suzanne Sack
Peggy and Ted Sands
Katharine du Pont Sanger
Edward S. and Carol Sauers
Dorothy and John Saunders
Elizabeth Schiro and Stephen Bayer, 
 The Auerbach Schiro Foundation
Michael and Sharon Shea
Arlene Shuler and Nigel Redden
James and Audrey Simon, 
 Schnieder Family Foundation
Cyrus H. and Ann Sloan, C. Hamilton  
 Sloan Foundation
David MacKenzie Smith
Brian and Suzanne Snarzyk
Society of Colonial Wars in the  
 State of Connecticut
C. W. and Donna Stamm
Anne Stanback and Charlotte Kinlock
Sarah M. Starkweather
John F. and Beverly Starr
Elizabeth A. Stewart
Jonathan T. Stoddard and Cathy Alsop
Lisa and R. Gregg Stone, III
Ann S. Strong
Matthew Stuart and Margaret Milnes
Atty. and Mrs. Peter F. Stuart

Kenneth Taylor and Margo O'Malley
Steven W. Telsey, Jr.
Cora M. Thomas, Corita Charitable Trust
Pamela and David D. Thompson, Jr.
R. Eric Thyrre
Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc
Cecil and Lana Ursprung
Dan Van Winkle
Howard and Lorraine Veisz
Gilford B. and Patricia S. Walker, 
 Camp-Younts Foundation
Waller Walker
Robert and Susanne Wesson
Harold T. and Elizabeth White
Nancy and G. W. Blunt White, II

OTHER GIFTS TO THE  
2024 ANNUAL FUND
(Gifts of $500 to $999) 
Anonymous (2)
John E. and Jewelle C. Allen
George Anderson
Peter Appleby and Stephanie Raia
Vincent and Maud Bailey
Alan H. and Patience Banister
Robert Berlin
Richard G. Bingham
Lawrence M. Branham
Jim and Eleanor Burgess
Robert D. and Suzanne Busch
David Cohan and Sharon N. Jacobs
Jerry Cole
James and Rita Cooper
Jacqui Copp
George Anthony Davis
Jean de Fontenay
Richard H. Dumas
Barbara Fahey
Eric Fisk and Cinthia Pieretti
Charles D. and Jonnie Flanagan
Robert J. Flemming, Jr.
Erica and Russell Fritz, Jr.
William J. Fry
Barbara and Marc Ginsberg
Maxine B. Glenn
Richard Goldstein
Michele du Pont Goss
William J. Griffin, IV
Brigid Rooney Hall and John F. Hall, Jr.
Warner A. and Barbara Henderson
Earl D. and Jennifer Hergert

Carolyn T. and Ronald L. Zarrella, 
 The Zarrella Family Foundation, Inc.

(Gifts of $250 to $499)
Anonymous (7)
Alexander Agnew and Lisa Markushewski
George and Susan Allen
Baldwin Yacht Club, Inc.
Anne B. Bartholet
Barry P. Baskind and Eileen Fitzgerald
Karin and Jeff Battiston
Rachel Black and Doug Cook
Neal M. Bobruff Esq. and 
 Jane Lassen Bobruff
Robert A. and Nancy Boyden
Benjamin Brennan
Ethel Luella and Robert Brewster
David C. Bristle
Marlice and Herb Brown
Kathryn Bruning
Michael and Julia Buchanan
Anne Budding and John Orzech
Claire and Alfred Calabretta
Suzanne and William Canning
Peter H. and Debbie Castle, 
 Castle Family Foundation
Richard W. and Ruth H. Cederberg
S. James and Ethel L. Chambers
Richard J. and Patricia Cudd
William and Jessica Cushman
Judith and Murray S. Danforth, III
Kirk and Dianne Daniels
Deborah Motycka Downie and 
 Thomas Downie
Peter Edwards and 
 Mary K. Bercaw Edwards
Ken Ewell
Eleanor W. and John Faller
Cathy and Keith Ford
James H. and Stephanie A. Fox
Susan Frew
Katharine Garfield
Richard and Monika Gibbons
William Gildersleeve
Paul and Mary Gill
Robin Gilmartin and Diane Mack
Gerd and Cheryl Glang
Robert H. I. Goddard and Hope 
 Drury Goddard Fund
Laurens W. Goff
Allan B. and Teresa C. Goodrich
William D. Haas and  

 Lizabeth McLean Haas
David Hartman
David Hausladen
Lindsay and Maxwell Hayman
Marsha Hilsenrad
Gerard C. and Jacqueline Hokanson
Gerard and Jean Ann Holwell
Elizabeth Hopkins
Kathleen and David Howe
Dale A. Hoxie
Barbie J. and Robert E. Illes, Jr.
Normand P. and Kathryn K. Jacques
Jacqueline M. Keller
Joan Kinne
William and Curly Lieber
Paul Liistro and Brenda O'Grady Liistro
Eric N. Lindquist
Joseph and Nancy Logan
Susan and Stuart Lovejoy
Cabot and Heidi Lyman
Michael C. and Elizabeth MacKenty
Lucinda Maine and Daniel Albrant
Peter L. and Isabel Malkin
Harald Mangold
Karin E. McCormick, John and 
 Karin McCormick Foundation, Inc.
Thomas and Nancy McLoughlin
Candace McNally
Albert W. and Margaret Middleton
Robert and Victoria Miorelli
Patricia A. Morgan
Alan and Virginia Nathan
Kevin A. and Valerie North
Patrick and Mary Ellen O'Leary
J. David and Cathryn G. Oulighan
John S. and Cheryl Pace
Michael and Julianne Palmieri
William J. Petzold, Jr., and  
 Cecelia LaPlante
Nathaniel and Melissa Philbrick
Jeffrey M. Pintar and 
 Sue Bates-Pintar
Ugo L. Polla
Valentine P. Povinelli, Jr.
Jennifer and Mark Raymond
Dorothy J. and Douglas Reed
Jonathan and Katelyn Reese
F. Eugene Reil and Linda Love Reil
Mark and Amy Rice
Barbara C. Riegel
William A. and Sheila K. Sanders
Nicholas and Barbara Schaus

Mark and Heidi Silverstein
Roger M. Simon
Mark and Carol Simpson
Ann and Andy Smith
Edward Spinney
Alix H. and Janie A. Stanley
Karen L. Steever
Chen-Li Sung
Cynthia and Richard T. B. Trask
Mark and Karen Trojanowski
Cynthia T. Twiss
Edith R. Van Slyck and 
 James R. Hammond
Daphne Vayos and Edward Falsey
James D. and Dorothy J. Walters
Barbara M. and Stanley M. White
Peter L. and Carolyn Wilson
Laura and Andrew Wyeth 

Jane and Brian Holzman
Anne K. Hussey
Gordon W. Ingate
Annie and Uri Itkin
Stephen and Sharon Jackson
Bruce E. Johnson
Paul M. and Jessica W. Joy
Suzanne Kissell and Rob Richards
Thomas D. Lips and Margah Brigham Lips
Sanford Lipton
Jeffrey and Judy Lovelace
Louis F. and Mary A. Tagliatela  
 Foundation, Inc.
Sophia and Tim Matsas
Thomas J. McCord and 
 Jane Comins McCord
Peter H. and Fair Alice McCormick
Rochelle M. and Lloyd B. McManus, Jr.
Kieran and Laura Mooney
David L. Susan G. Motycka
David W. Nicol and Sean Gannon
Barbara Nielsen
Scott M. and Beth Powell
Walter R. Przystawski
William and Priscilla Pusack
John P. Read
Louisa Rey
William P. and Lynn Rice,  
 Rice Family Charitable Foundation
Jane S. and Daniel L. Richardson
Nicholas L. Rogers
Christopher du Pont Roosevelt and  
 Rosalind E. Roosevelt
Thomas D. and Saraellen Sargent
Jeffrey and Ana M. Schneider
Renee Seblatnigg
Alonzo and Elizabeth See
Carol A. Seymour-Jones
John M. and Margaret Skenyon
Jan and Lee Slomkowski, Jr.
Lynne Spencer
Phil Stathos
Karen Stone and David Schulz
Henry C. and Julia Toulmin
Peter H. and Janet R. Vanderwaart
Virginia R. Giger Charitable Fund
Barbara Washburn
Marian White
Steve and Maggie White
Edwin N. Woods, Jr.
Susan S. and Woody Woodworth
Maria Zanfini and Mark Reilly



20 21

THE AMERICA AND THE SEA  
AWARD GALA
Established in 2006, the America and the 
Sea Award Gala honors and celebrates  
those individuals or organizations who  
embrace the scholarship, exploration,  
adventure, aesthetics, competition, and 
freedom that the sea inspires.

Cole Brauer was the 2024 America and the 
Sea Award recipient.

Gala Sponsors
PLATINUM
Bryan H. and Elizabeth Lawrence

GOLD
Cayre Michas and Alexis P. Michas
The Travelers Companies, Inc.

SILVER
Alexander and Amanda Bulazel
Glenmede Endowment and  
 Foundation Management
Sheila McCurdy and David C. Brown
Laurie J. Olson and Maria Fasulo
Risk Strategies | Gowrie Group

BRONZE
Anne Vinton Bauer and Gregory W. Bauer  
 and Susan and Martin Wayne
Grant and Peggy Cambridge and 
 Capital Group
J. Barclay Collins, II
Delamar Hotels
Peter and Renate Gleysteen
Michael S. and Delphine Hudner
Robert and Cynthia Martin
Mattern Construction, Inc.
Clarke and Whitney Murphy
George C. and Elizabeth D. White
Wiggin and Dana, LLP
Michael M. Wiseman and Helen Garten

GALA SUPPORTERS 
CambridgeSeven
Grant and Peggy Cambridge
Richard W. and Suzanne Clary
Pieter de Zwart and Joanna Miller-de Zwart
Lauralee and A. Searle Field, II
Peter and Ann Freeman
Gaffney, Bennett and Associates, Inc.
Lucia and David Greenhouse
Sarah and Richard Hambleton, III
Charles J. and Irene Hamm
Mary and Robert L. Johnstone, III
Kevin T. Kelly
Suzanne and Chester W. Kitchings, Jr.
Roy Occhiogrosso
Theodore L. and Katherine Parker
Laura E. and Mike Perry
Laura C. Riegel
Kim and Mark Spano
Stifel | Spring Wealth Management Group
Raymond B. Strong, III
Daniel C. and Melissa Verdier
Barbara Vietor
Richard R. and Rosemary Vietor

PADDLE RAISE
Anonymous (1)
William Adams
Ellen and Gary Anderson
Peter J. Armstrong and Susan Scantlebury
Vincent and Maud Bailey
Susan Barringer
Karin and Jeff Battiston
Gregory W. and Anne Vinton H. Bauer
Anne Becker
Jeremy and Mary Bloomer
Kathye and Thomas Boll
William Boll and Ginger Crawford
Cole Brauer
Leslie and Ted Breck
Christopher and Margaret Brodeur
Alice and William Burnham
Heather and David Burnham
Sarah Hill Canning
Samuel R. and Mary Beth Chapin
Richard W. and Suzanne Clary
Sharon E. Cohen and Stephen Johnson

J. Barclay Collins, II
Barbara Cooper
Jacqui Copp
Wendy Davies and Walter C. Johnsen
Akeia de Barros Gomes and Stephen Luce
Nathan and Alexandra Denning
Gleanna Doyle and Clayton Burkhalter
John C. and Kathleen Fisher
Edward Flanagan
William D. Forster and Linda Hart
Christopher and Elizabeth Freeman
Peter Gevalt
Elizabeth T. and John R. Gowell, Jr.
Andrew M. Halsey
Tom and Liz Halsey
Stephanie Hayes-Houlihan
Marcella Hourihane and Paul Hughes
Michael S. and Delphine Hudner
Stephen J. Johnson
Sam Jones, IV
Elizabeth and William Kahane
Kevin T. Kelly
Joyce Pokoy Kurtulus and Osman Kurtulus
Fredric C. and Elizabeth C. Lebel
Paul Liistro and Brenda O'Grady Liistro
Martin L. and Nancy C. Lyons
Charles and Georgette Mallory
Mitchell and Annalise Marcus
John Marshall
Melissa Martin and Tim Drucker
Robert and Cynthia Martin
Becca McBee and Shane Eller
Sheila McCurdy and David C. Brown
Robert L. and Elizabeth McGraw, 
 The Donald C. McGraw Foundation
Jane and Dan Meiser
Cayre Michas and Alexis P. Michas, 
 The Cayre and Alexis Michas 
 Foundation Corp.
Margaret Milnes and Matthew Stuart
Lisa Molinari
Joanne and Patrick Moukawsher
Duncan Nevard
Laurie J. Olson and Maria Fasulo
Margaret and Joseph Orchardo
Robert M. Osieski
Cynthia R. Palmer

Theodore L. and Katherine Parker
Jon Pensa
Anne and Geoffrey Rand
Heidi and Richard Rieger
Dawn Riley
Robert B. and Annika Rodgers
Kimberly Ross and David Keeney
Charles and Deborah Royce, 
 Royce Family Fund
Thomas C. Scally
Gary P. Sharpe and Valerie Ann Votto
Sally Simpson
Harrison Staley
Alix H. and Janie A. Stanley
Raymond B. Strong, III
Donald S. Wakeman
Pauline Wen
Abigail Wender
Anne H. Wilkinson
Joanna Wolkowski and Susan West
Jenny and Adam Wronowski
John and Jennifer Youngblood
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GIFTS TO OTHER FUNDS 
There are a variety of ways to support 
Mystic Seaport Museum. The donors listed 
below have given generously to a specific 
program or area of the Museum such as 
our collections, exhibits, events, and other 
significant enrichment that helps keep 
Mystic Seaport Museum the nation’s leading 
maritime museum. This list does not include 
the Annual Fund, Endowment Funds, or 
the America and the Sea Award Gala. (Gifts 
received from January 1–December 31, 2024) 
 
Gifts of $100,000 or more
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The B. Bridger H. Foundation
J. Darius and Jill Bikoff, Bikoff Foundation
Peter and Renate Gleysteen
Robert L. and Elizabeth McGraw, 
 The Donald C. McGraw Foundation
National Endowment for the Humanities,  
 Division of Public Programs
Stephen and Marianne Phillips
The Robert David Lion Gardiner   
 Foundation
The Thompson Family Foundation, Inc.
US Department of Education, Office of  
 Elementary and Secondary Education
US Department of the Interior,  
 National Park Service Save America's  
 Treasures Grant Program
Stanley T. and Nancy M. Wells
 
Gifts of $50,000 to $99,999 
The Fleetwing Charitable Foundation Trust
Suzanne and Chester W. Kitchings, Jr., 
 The Kitchings Family Foundation
 
Gifts of $25,000 to $49,999 
Gregory W. and Anne Vinton H. Bauer
Grant and Peggy Cambridge
The Champlin Foundation
Mrs. Rogers M. Doering
Philip E. Galluccio
The John C. and 
 Katherine M. Morris Foundation
Barbara K. Johnson
Mitchell and Annalise Marcus
Jill and Andrew A. Radel
Patrice Schoonmaker, James M.   
 Schoonmaker, II, Foundation

The Scripps Family Fund for Education 
 and the Arts
Robert A. Vincent, Vincent Family   
 Charitable Foundation
 
Gifts of $10,000 to $24,999 
Anonymous (1)
Anderson-Paffard Foundation
Katherine and David Cockey
Connecticut Humanities
Richard O. and Katherine H. Gildersleeve
Laurens W. Goff
Melvin Klugman
Phillip Krall
Perry K. and Felicia Lorenz
Cayre Michas and Alexis P. Michas
John F. Pereira, IV
MarieAlyse Pereira
R. Patricia and Edward Schoppe, Jr.
SpringRiver Private Foundation Trust
US Department of Education
Daniel C. and Melissa Verdier
John and Ann Watkins, Southport Sailing  
 Foundation, Inc.
Sanford Wurmfeld and  
 Rella Stuart-Hunt Wurmfeld

Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999 
Anonymous (1)
Carole and John A. Benning
Jo-Ann and David G. Black, III
Sheryne and Richard Brekus
Estate of Edith W. Corning
Sandra S. Drayer
Benjamin A. G. Fuller, Jr.
Laura and Scott Malkin
Stephen R. and Linda Munger
Cynthia R. Palmer
Julia Grace Pereira
Sandra Pereira
Alfred Sanford, III
Kenneth Sigel and Sarah Kelly
John C. Spratt
StoneRidge Senior Care, LLC
Richard R. and Rosemary Vietor
 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999 
Thomas H. Brillat and Susan Perkins Brillat
Michael and Ana Camila Engelbert
William J. and Joanne Hall
Henry Kniskern and Bonnie 
 Watson-Kniskern

NASA CT Space Grant Consortium
Edward S. Phillips
J. Irving Bird Scott
Carl and Carolyn Swebilius
Nancy and G. W. Blunt White, II

Gifts of $1,000 to $2,499 
Paul D. and Lynn Alandt, Lynn and 
 Paul Alandt Foundation
Kathy and Mark Alperin
Polly and James Armour, III
Brenda H. and William H. Ashton, Jr.
Paul and Kathie Baudisch
Robert L. S. and Mary Ann Boothe
Thomas J. Chlupsa
Pieter de Zwart and Joanna 
 Miller-de Zwart
Adrian Doherty
Phoebe M. Dopulos
James T. Downs
Bruce and Mary Geiser
Judith Gottlieb
Charles L. Hatton and Susan Clap
Gary A. and Janice Jobson
Laura S. Kyle
Keith A. Lewis
Kenneth F. and Ginabeth Murphy
Gavin Olson
Edmund and Diane Rubacha
Peter Rugg and Meredith Phelps-Rugg
A. William and Karen S. Rutherford
Michael Stebbing
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Strough
Carol Thomson and Harold Hemond
Alexandra T. Thorne
Barbara M. and Stanley M. White
Richard and Susan Wing

Gifts of $500 to $999 
Patricia and Thomas R. Adams
Richard and Jane Bucklin
Jim and Eleanor Burgess
Thomas M. Chapman
The Corinthians Endowment Fund
Cullen Wilder
Lesley and Gerard deLabry, Jr.
Caroline Doering and Lucy Fosdick
Robert J. Dwyer, Jr., and Erika Zetty
Susie and Harry L. Ferguson, II
Peter and Ann Freeman
John F. Garbarino
Robert Gingerella
Dr. Stephen H. Grant

Earl D. and Jennifer Hergert
Julie and Karl Johnson
Robert P. and Elizabeth L. Johnson
Donald and Catherine Koehler
Breck S. and Susan Lardner
MICA Corporation
Amalie Montstream
Gary and Susan M. Petzold
Laura C. Riegel
Mike Ryan
Dorothy and John Saunders
Anna and George Shaw
C. W. and Donna Stamm
Douglas H. and Phyllis Teeson
Maybette and William C. Waldron, III
Watch Hill Garage, Inc.
Shirley and Christopher M. Wick

Gifts of $250 to $499
Nathaniel Baker and Sarah Pitts
Melissa Bontemps
Robert and Diane Chapin
Carol Connor
Tim Cullinan
Arthur M. and Wynne P. Delmhorst
John Delmhorst
Reynolds duPont, Jr.
Lauralee and A. Searle Field, II
Alison and John Forbis
Linda Griffin
Mary B. Gruber
Stefanie J. and James B. Hall, Jr.
George T. and Maryann Hathaway
Katharine G. and Theodore Herman
Elizabeth R. Hulme
Ardrey S. Manning
Roberta N. McGann
Hilary Bogert McKown and  
 Alexander McKown
Angelo and Pat Messina
Off Soundings Club, Inc.
J. David and Cathryn G. Oulighan
F. Eugene Reil and Linda Love Reil
Nicholas and Judith Salerno
Katharine du Pont Sanger
James W. and Sylvia Shuttleworth
Alix H. and Janie A. Stanley
Jonathan T. Stoddard and Cathy Alsop
Steven W. Telsey, Jr.
Traditional Rigging Co.
Michael J. Virr
Stephen Wilson
Joanne and Joseph Young

GIFTS TO ENDOWMENT 
Endowment is the bedrock upon which Mystic Seaport  
Museum stands. Gifts to endowments help to build a strong 
foundation of annual support, ensuring the continued growth  
and future success of the Museum. These gifts help to inspire 
future generations by supporting experiential learning and passing 
on the gift of knowledge. A strong endowment enables us to  
carry out superlative stewardship of our peerless collections. 
In 2024, the donors listed below collectively contributed over 
$570,000 to Mystic Seaport Museum endowment funds.  
(Gifts received from January 1–December 31, 2024) 

Gifts of $100,000 or more
Estate of Patricia Atkin
Stephen and Paula Birmingham, The Granite Point Foundation
 
Gifts of $10,000 to $49,999 
Charles W. and Abby Caulkins
William E. and Antonia B. Cook
Mrs. Rogers M. Doering
Patricia C. Kitchings, The Kitchings Family Foundation
Carolyn A. Patten

Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (1)
Henry B. du Pont, IV, Nor' Easter Foundation
Sheila McCurdy and David C. Brown, McCurdy Family Foundation

Gifts of $1,000 to $4,999 
Anonymous (1)
Randall Abrams
Nancy and Richard H. Burroughs, III
Jeb N. and Dianne Embree
Benjamin A. G. Fuller, Jr.
Henry W. Fuller
Lois and Robert B. Geary
Edward S. Phillips
Louis W. and Annetta T. Potts
David and Margaret Rosenfeld

Gifts of $250 to $999
Mark Densmore and Cheryl Christopher
Charles C. Haskell and Pamela A. Findeisen
Kimberly A. McGillicuddy and Britain Price
Carl R. Nold, President Emeritus, Historic New England
Benjamin Peirce and Michelle Willits
John Wilson
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GIFTS IN KIND 
Tatiana Anderson
Evelyn A. Barnum
Boat Locker
Douglas M. Bonoff
Amy Bower
James and Debby Carlton
Susan and David Cattley
Diana and James Coan
William E. and Antonia B. Cook
Jon Day
Elizabeth and Ricardo DeAmbrosio
Dodson Boatyard, LLC
Kristin and William Douglass
Carl Ekdahl
Alicia Ernest
Marsha Finkeldey
Bruce Fowler
Marilyn and William M. Fowler, Jr.
Stuart M. Frank
George M. Galpin
Sherri and Brian Gill
Gladsky Commercial Marine
Peter and Renate Gleysteen
Matthew Gregory
Tom Hansen
William W. Harris, Jr.*
Penny and Raymond Heller
Hornbeck Offshore Services, Inc.
Alan H. Jackson
Reitha Jacobs
Jaia Robotics, Inc.
Paula and Albert Kandarian
Kim Lacey
The Landing School
Laura Litz
Elizabeth and Dennis Lockyer
Stephen Long
Jason Mancini
Prudence Parris Martin and Sterns Martin
Jennifer and Michael McNiff
Gregory E. Melanson
Mary Mollica McAndrew
Robert Napier
Judy Nemec
Michael O'Hare
Richard Parker
Annie and Benjamin Philbrick
Robert Pittaway
Randy Rarick
Frederick G. Reaver

Charles and Deborah Royce
John and Claudia Rusnak
John Russo
Stephen D. Sarfaty
R. Patricia and Edward Schoppe, Jr.
David R. Scott
Gary P. Sharpe and Valerie Ann Votto
Christopher J. Smalley
William R. Talbot, Jr.
USS Constitution Model Shipwright Guild
Captain. Jane F. Vieira, Champlain Corps,  
 United States Navy
Richard R. and Rosemary Vietor
Walter M. Wales
Robert M. Walters
Lauren Watson
Helen Webb
Kathleen P. White
Julie and Keith P. Williams, Jr.

GIFTS IN HONOR 
Capt. Nicholas Alley
Cindy Alvarez
John and Molly Baxter
Malcolm Cooper
RoAnn Costin
Dodson Boatyard, LLC
Mrs. Rogers M. Doering
Chris Freeman
Jason and Meghan Gefaell
Katharine Katin
Louise S. Mallory* and  
 Frank J. Giacalone, Jr.
John and Rory Malmros
Judith Marie
Richard McGrath
Robert L. and Elizabeth McGraw
Cayre Michas
Scott Noseworthy
James W. O'Keefe
Paul J. O'Pecko
Brenna Pelletier
Cheryl Purvis
Ava "Ari" Quasney
Rock of Ages Band
Christopher and Rose Rose
Peter Rugg
Peter and Meredith Rugg
George Shaw
Kenneth and Dina Siegel
Captain Jack Spratt

Steve and Maggie White
Shirley and Christopher M. Wick

* Deceased

GIFTS IN MEMORY 
Chandler Bates, Jr.
James and Grace Bement
Katherine A. Berman
Eric Biermann
Henry E. Bodman
Donald H. Boyden
Sydney H. Buffum
David L. Carlson
Joseph Chlupsa
John P. Cody
Franklin Cole
Richard Anthony Czarnecki
Henry F. Davis, III
Richard S. Eleck
Jack English
Christopher Read Fry
Peggy Fry
Susan Funk
Captain William F. Gill
Helena Gorochow
William H. Graham
Paul Hall, Joseph Hall,  
 and the crew of New Dominion
Joan M. Healy
Exy and Irving Johnson
William M. Klor
Matthew Koehler
Nancy Jean Krant
Robert C. Kyle
Roland "Ron" J. Lemar, Jr.
C. S. "Busty" Lovelace
Miriam Massen
Richard McCurdy
John J. McLaughlin
Robert G. Montstream
Hazel and Hugh Murray
Bettye Noyes
John F. Pereira, III
The Peterkin and Urban Families
Eliot Hale Porter, II
Carolyn S. Potts
Arthur G. Prangley, Jr.
Mike and E. B. Read
Maryann Squadrito Read
Lucie and Greg Reizian

Paul W. Risseeuw 
Donna F. Roehsler
Joan B. Ross
Thomas Allen Ruberti
Rudolph J. Schaefer, III
Rudolph Schaefer, Jr.
Ellen B. Scott
Richard A. Seeman
Donald A. Sineti
Zell Steever
Allegra Torrey
John J. Walker
Sidney S. Whelan, Jr.
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Marshall Clark*
Sharon E. Cohen and 
 Stephen Johnson
Virginia R. Colbeth*
J. Barclay Collins, II
Nancy Cook*
William E. and Antonia B. Cook
Peter H. and Sherry Corbett
David F. Dammassa*
Rose C. and Charles A. Dana, III
Barbara S. Delaney*
Don DeLuca
Anita C. den Tex*
Mark Densmore and 
 Cheryl Christopher
Cornelia Dickinson
Virginia Dimsey
Jo Bingham Disco*
Mrs. Rogers M. Doering
Allison Dussault
Enid S. Dwyer*
J. Orin Edson*
H. Fletcher Eggert, Jr.*
Robert E. Elbertson*
M. Eugene Engle*
James and Isabelle English*
David J. Evans
Robert A. Farrall*
Nicholas W. and Joyce Fast*
Mary Ann Fernandez and   
 Richard N. Pierce
Christopher B. and 
 Elizabeth Freeman
Benjamin A. G. Fuller, Jr.
Henry W. and Judy Fuller
Ignatius J. Galgan*
Philip E. Galluccio
John Garbowski
Alexander Gaston*
James L. and Nancy Giblin
Duncan P. Gifford and Lise Brule
David S. and Ruth C. Gillespie
James Gimple*
Terry Glenn*
Kevin G. Gorden
Alan J. Granby and 
 Janice Hyland Granby
Susan Grandys and 
 Christopher Conroy
Stanley Grayson
Nancie B. Greenman*
Mary B. Gruber
Rachel Gwinn*

Sally D. Halsey*
Jeanne C. Hamilton
Robert C. Hansen*
Dean T. Hantzopoulos,  
 Kevin Platter, and Gregory Sims
William R. Hastedt, III*
Barbara M. Hathaway*
Charles L. Hatton and 
 Susan Clapp
Anne T. Herrick
Arthur R. Herrick, Jr.*
Edward W. and Ruth R. Hildreth*
John T. and Judith Hornblow
Joan M. Huber, NC, USN
Elizabeth R. Hulme
Barbara K. Johnson
Chris L. Johnson*
Virginia C. Jones*
Frederick K. Kampfe*
Marthajane Kennedy*
Katie Keogh
Eino F. Kerttula, Jr.
Robin M. Klor
Peter R. and Candace D. Kolyer
Robert V. and
 Eleanor M. Krusewski
Peter V. Lacouture
Breck S. and Susan Lardner
Kim Larrabee and Robert 
Maietta
Hildegard Lee*
Heather LeMay
Lindley A. Lentz
Joseph M. Lesieur*
Bruce Levine
Stanley Livingston, Jr.*
Susan Lloyd
Dora S. Loutrel*
Clarence S. Lovelace*
Jane Low
Martin L. and Nancy C. Lyons
Karen Macnutt
David A. and Marilyn Malchman
Dana Mancinelli
Richard W. Marsellus*
Carolyn C. Martin
Michael T. and Joanne E. Masin
F.C. and Kathleen J. McElravy
Margaret M. McNellis
Joan T. Mead
Ruth M. Merrill*
Bodil and Harry F. Meyer, Jr.
Bruce A. and Linda S. Meyers

Helen F. Miller* 
Charlton Mitchell*
Ruth Mitchell
Martin L. Moore, Jr.*
Lorraine S. and Robert 
Morecraft
Christopher Morgan
Samuel G. Morrison*
David Neary and 
 Debora Kaszuba-Neary
Bill and Adele Nevins
Elizabeth A. Newton
Michelle P. Norelli
Tim Norris and Mary Jane Fine
Nathaniel and Jeanne Norton
Leonard A. Oberg
Alfred Ogden, III*
Jan Ogden
Marc Onofrio
Robert M. Osieski
Herbert W. Owen*
Cynthia R. Palmer
Margaret P. and 
 John Curtis Parker
Theodore L. and 
 Katherine Parker
Harris B. Parsons*
Benjamin Peirce
Richard W. Pendleton, Jr.*
George Urban Peterkin*
Colleen Peters
Ralph W. Preston
Doris "Pat" Proctor
John P. Read
Lorin A. Reynolds*
Jay R. Rhoads, Jr.*
W. Bradley Rhodes
Charles H. and Lynne Rice
Pauline T. Rice
Carol and William C. Ridgway, III
Emily and William Ridgeway, Jr.*
Juan L. Riera
Fred and Julie Robinson
Marian and 
 William O. Rockwood, Jr.
Patricia W. and 
 William O. Rockwood*
Karol Roehr*
Harold D. Ross, Jr.*
Joan B. Ross*
Stephen H. Rowland*
Gary and Torie Rubin
William C. and 

 Kimberlee J. Safranek
Jane I. Schaefer
Janet U. Schaefer* 
R. Patricia and 
 Edward Schoppe, Jr.
J. Irving Bird Scott
Anna and George Shaw
Elisabeth and 
 John R. Sherwood, III
William D. Shields*
John M. Sieburth*
Kenneth and Dina Siegel
Peter K.S. and Sharon M. Siegl
Dorene N. Skilton*
J. Michael and Martha H. Smiles
Tiffany Smythe and 
 Christopher Gasiorek
Elissa Sommer
Elliot A. Spencer, Jr.*
Diane K. and Douglas Stacy
C. W. and Donna Stamm
Sarah M. Starkweather
Charles D. and Sue Stauffacher
Diane and Edward Straker
Henry and Jo Strauss
Michael B. and 
 Veronica M. Stubbs
David K. Sturges, USNR (Ret)
Frederick Sturges, III*
Jackson P. Sumner*
Suzanne Taylor*
Douglas H. and Phyllis Teeson
Claudia Thesing
Alexandra T. Thorne
R. Eric Thyrre
William E. Topkin
Joseph Turco
Mr. and Mrs. David Uebelacker*
Henry W. Uhle*
Ricky J. Valeriay and 
 Ross G. Siddell, Jr.
Sandy and Sidney Van Zandt
Karl R. and Monica Von Winkle
Charles R. and Jean Walgreen*
Katrina and Corey Walsh
Raymond B. Weiss
Roy D. Welch, Jr.*
Stanley T. and Nancy M. Wells
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. White
William Blunt White*
Frazar and Barbara Wilde*
Mark S. Wiley*
Richard C. Wolfe

Robert Yohe, Jr.
John D. Zittel

BEQUESTS AND  
ESTATE GIFTS
Patricia Atkin*
H. Fletcher Eggert*
Nicholas W. and Joyce Fast*
Marthajane Kennedy*
Joseph M. Lesieur*
George Urban Peterkin*
Karol Roehr*
Stephen Rowland*

*Deceased

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES 
Autodesk
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Boeing Matching Gift Program
BorgWarner Foundation
Bristol Meyers Squibb
Capital Group
Charter Oak Federal Credit 
Union
Cigna
Citizens Charitable Foundation
Constellation
Eversource Energy
Gartner
General Society of Colonial Wars
Goldman Sachs Matching Gifts  
 Program
Lockheed Martin
Lord, Abbett, & Co., LLC
Marsh & Mclennan, Inc.
Mastercard
PerkinElmer Foundation
Raytheon Technologies
Society of Colonial Wars in the  
 State of Connecticut
Texas Instruments Foundation
UPS
The Warburg Pincus Foundation

CARL C. CUTLER SOCIETY 
Mystic Seaport Museum has grown since 
1929 from a small historical association on 
the banks of the Mystic River to become 
the preeminent American maritime 
museum of the 21st century. The Museum’s 
founders, Carl Cutler, Charles Stillman, 
and Edward Bradley understood the 
fundamental significance of our country’s 
maritime heritage when they founded 
this institution. It has been through the 
dedicated leadership, vision, commitment 
and generosity of our greatest donors 
that the Museum has continued to grow 
and evolve. The Carl C. Cutler Society was 
created to recognize and celebrate those 
donors who have given over a million dollars 
in cumulative giving.  
(List as of December 31, 2024)

Hugh T. Adams*
Eileen E. and William L. Ames*
Richard C. Armstrong and Cece Mead
Norman E. Aubrey*
Jay S. and Jeanne Benet
Dorothy R. and John P. Blair*
Allison E. Brewster*
Alexander and Amanda Bulazel
John R. Bumstead*
Grant and Peggy Cambridge
C. Thomas Clagett, Jr.*
Rosamond S. and Hays Clark*
Richard W. and Suzanne Clary
J. Barclay Collins, II
Mrs. Rogers M. Doering
J. Orin* and Charlene A. Edson
Daniel S. and Madeline L. Gregory*
Charles J. and Irene Hamm

Lesley and Joseph C. Hoopes, Jr.
Suzanne and Chester W. Kitchings, Jr.
Bryan H. and Elizabeth Lawrence
The Mallory Family
The Marsellus Family  
 (estate of Darryl W. Marsellus)
Michael T. and Joanne E. Masin
Donald C. and Dorothea C. McGraw*
Robert L. and Elizabeth McGraw
Stephen R. and Linda Munger
Jason M.* and Rena J. Pilalas
Jay R. Rhoads, Jr.*
Amanda and Richard E. Riegel, III
Patricia W. and William O. Rockwood*
Robert L. and Katharine O. Rohn
Jane I. Schaefer
Anne M. and Edward W. Sherman*
Kenneth and Dina Siegel
Elliot A. Spencer, Jr.*
The Stone Family
Lisa and R. Gregg Stone, III
Michael B. and Veronica M. Stubbs
Elizabeth and Frederick Sturges, III*
Angela E. and Wade F. B. Thompson*
Edwin Thorne*
Richard R. and Rosemary Vietor
Olive and Thomas J. Watson, Jr.*
Stanley T. and Nancy M. Wells

*Deceased

CHARLES K. STILLMAN  
LEGACY SOCIETY 
In 1938, Mystic Seaport Museum (then the 
Marine Historical Association) received 
a generous bequest from the Estate of 
Charles K. Stillman, one of the Museum's 
three founders. As the first bequest to the 
Museum, this significant gesture helped 
establish an endowment for the Museum's 
programs and future operations. It also 
began what has become a tradition of 
planned giving at Mystic Seaport Museum. 
Since then, a great many individuals have 
made generous gifts to the Museum in 
their wills or estate plans. In order to  
recognize their generosity, Mystic Seaport 
Museum has established the Charles K. 
Stillman Legacy Society, named in honor 
of the Museum's early benefactor. Mystic 
Seaport Museum is pleased to recognize 
these special donors during their 
lifetimes, not only to acknowledge their 
generosity personally, but to celebrate 
the role the Stillman Society plays in 
the growth and development of the 
Museum. If you believe that you qualify 
for membership and would like to add 
your name to the list, please contact the 
Advancement Department at 860-572-
5365 or advancement@mysticseaport.
org. (List as of December 31, 2024)

Anonymous (10)
Hugh T. Adams*
Rufus Allyn and Roy N. Bohlander
Joan A. Altgelt

William L. Ames*
Charlotte and Frank Appleton, Jr.*
Kenneth D. Appleton, USCGR
Robert and Linda Armes
Susan Arnold and Louis G. Spann, Jr.
Patricia Atkin*
Hope Atkinson*
Ruth S. Atkinson*
Barbara and Norman Aubrey*
Charles T. Baker*
Richard A. Baker*
Nancy E. Banis*
Gregory W. and Anne Vinton H. Bauer
Jay S. and Jeanne Benet
Charles J. Beran, Jr.*
Christopher H. Berean
Eugene J.* and Connie Bielby
Richard Bingham
Dorothy and John Blair*
Elizabeth Bleiler
Martin Bobenski
Gary F. Borla
Kevin Bowdler and Anne Fix
Betsy Bowman
Robert F. Boyd*
Oren K. and Elizabeth Boynton
Robert C. Briscoe*
Helen L. Brogan*
Susan Buckenham
Sarah C. Bullard
Grant and Peggy Cambridge
Melinda E. Carlisle
Thomas K. Carpenter*
Richard and Cynthia Carpenter
George A. and Mary-Jane Cassidy
Pat and Patricia Chiafullo
Anne and Edmund Childs*
Edward H. Christ, Jr.*
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“ Giving is not just 
about making a 
donation. It is 
about making  
a difference.” 
-  Kathy Calvin,  

leader in global philanthropy and advocacy

Become a Member:

• Visit any admissions desk

• Call 860-572-5339

• Join online at www.mysticseaport.org/join

Make a Gift to the Annual Fund:

• Call 860-572-0711 ext. 5144

• Email brenna.pelletier@mysticseaport.org

• Donate online at www.mysticseaport.org/support

Include the Museum in your Planned Giving and Will:

• Call 860-572-0711 ext. 5146

• Email maud.bailey@mysticseaport.org

• Visit mysticseaport.makeaplannedgift.org

Become a Volunteer:

• Call 860-572-5378

• Email mary.koehler@mysticseaport.org

• Visit www.mysticseaport.org/join/communities/volunteers

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT 
THE MUSEUM

Ashlyn Buffum 
Associate Director of  
Membership

Brenna Pelletier 
Associate Director  
of Annual Fund

Maud Bailey 
Director of Legacy and 
Planned Giving

Mary Koehler  
Volunteer Services Manager

CONTACT US TODAY TO JOIN OUR GENEROUS DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all 
who have donated to the Museum—your 
generosity is truly making a difference.
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